CHAPTER XXI I.

THE AGE OF TYRANTS.

THE unfortunate Peninsula was afflicted in the middle
of the fourteenth century with a combination of the
worst set of kings who ever reigned at one time.

With Pedro el Cerimonioso of Aragon, a fierce but
upright man, this history has little concern, and still less
with Charles the Bad of Navarre, whose wickedness
was chiefly displayed in France. Over the strange wild
romance of Ines de Castro, which seared the heart and
crazed the intellect of her husband, Pedro the Severe
of Portugal, we must also pass ; but the stories of
Pedro the Cruel of Castille, and of Ismael of Granada,
must be dwelt upon.

Maria of Portugal had bred up her son in the bitterest
hatred to her rival, and in schemes c* vengeance to be
carried out as soon as the power should be in his hands.
His father's death, when only thirty-nine, placed him
on the throne at sixteen, and at once the mother and
son took their measures. Leonor was invited to Seville
to attend to the interests of her children. Two noble-
men pledged their honour for her safety; but she had
scarcely entered Seville before she was made a prisoner,